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HERD VOLLEYBALL DEFEATS
MOREHEAD
EAGLES
MORE ON SPORTS
SHALEE ROGNEY | THE PARTHENON
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MUSLIM
STUDENT
ASSOCIATION
TEACHES
STUDENTS
ABOUT
HIJABS

Students try on hijabs and learn about Muslim
customs Tuesday at the Memorial Student Center.

By AUNDREA HORSLEY

THE PARTHENON
The Muslim Student Association provided students a
chance wear and ask questions about hijabs, a headscarf
worn by Muslim women, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday at
the Memorial Student Center.
Suzann Al-Qawasmi, graduate from Marshall University,
helped coordinate the event.
“We want to revive the Muslim Student Association group
because we haven’t been involved as much as we would like,
lately,” Al-Qawasmi said. “So, we set up a table and brought
scarves for girls to try on, just to see what it’s like. One girl
said she still felt pretty even with the scarf on. That was the
kind of reaction we were hoping for.”
Students could try on the hijabs and have the experience
together.
“One girl wanted to try the hijab on, and then her whole
group of friends she was with tried them on,” Al-Qawasmi
said. “They walked around campus afterward with the hijabs

COURT
IS IN
SESSION
West Virginia Supreme Court
gives students a firsthand look
at the judicial process
By ALEX JAMES

THE PARTHENON
The West Virginia Supreme
Court of Appeals returned to
Marshall University Tuesday for
the sixth time in the past decade.
The visit is one of many events
staged during the annual Constitution Week at Marshall, which
began Sept. 8.
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still on, so they could see the reactions from other people.”
Allyson Jasper, elementary education major specializing in
pre-k, tried on the hijab for the first time at the event.
“It was an experience for me,” Jasper said. “I put the hijab on, and I still felt like me. It made me realize that you
can shine through and be yourself no matter what you’re
wearing.”
Malak Khader, Marshall graduate, said the hijab is not
mandatory for Muslim women to wear.
“It’s a personal choice to wear the hijab, a very serious
personal choice,” Khader said. “Whenever you’re ready, you
wear it.”
C.J. Payne, business major, learned some interesting things
about the hijab during the event.
“I learned that the only men that Muslim women want to
see in their full beauty are the men who are closest to their
hearts,” Payne said. “It is for modesty.”
Aundrea Horsley can be contacted at horsley9@marshall.edu.

I put the
hijab on,
and I still
felt like me.
It made
me realize
that you
can shine
through and
be yourself
no matter
what you’re
wearing.
— Allyson Jasper,
elementary education major

CASES HEARD
Constitution week was started
by United States Senator Robert
C. Byrd in 2004 as a way to draw
attention to the United States Constitution. Constitution Week is an
annual observance of the United
States Constitution and the contributions of Chief Justice John
Marshall, for whom the university
is named.
The session, which began at 10
a.m., displayed all five justices of
the West Virginia Supreme Court
of Appeals and provided students a
snapshot of how the highest court
in the state operates.
“The bringing of the West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals to
campus is something that we’ve
done as frequently as the court
comes here,” President Stephen J.
Kopp said. “It’s a great opportunity
for students both here at Marshall
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University and in the local high
schools to learn about the judiciary
process and how cases are heard.”
The court heard four appeals as
students from Marshall and local
schools from West Virginia watched
from their seats in the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center.
Elliot Lagendyk, sophomore
criminal justice major, said the
event provides a unique preview of
a future in law.
“I thought it was a great learning experience for people to get
in-core experience and to just see
how West Virginia Supreme Court
operates,” Lagendyk said. “It gives
you kind of a lens to use so if you
were to pursue a career as a lawyer,
it provides an insight of what your
future will hold.”
Alex James can be contacted at
james142@marshall.edu.
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Estella Robinson v. City
of Bluefield, No. 13-0936
Procedural background:
This first appeal arises from
an order entered in the Circuit
Court of Mercer County that affirmed the Municipal Court of
Bluefield's order to euthanize
the petitioner's dog.

State of West Virginia
v. Justin Sean Gum, No.
12-1292
Procedural background: In
Case No. 2 on the docket, the
petitioner, Justin Sean Gum, appeals the Lewis County Circuit
Court's order finding sufficient
evidence to support a conviction of second-degree murder
and sentencing the petitioner
to 40 years at the William
Sharpe Hospital.

LIFE!, 6

> ROBIN THICKE
> INDIE FILMS
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Alcan Rolled Products
Ravenswood, LLC v.
Terry W. McCarthy, No.
13-1080
Procedural background:
In the third case, the petitioner, Alcan Rolled Products
Ravenswood, LLC, appeals
the Kanawha County Circuit
Court's order, which reversed
the Board of Review and the
Administrative Law Judge's
decision that the respondent,
Terrry W. McCarthy, engaged
in gross misconduct under
West Virginia Code 21A-63.

State of West Virginia
v. Christopher D. Cox,
No. 13-0778
Procedural background:
In the final case on the docket
at Marshall, the petitioner,
Christopher D. Cox, appeals
his conviction for first-degree
murder without recommendation of mercy.

TODAY’S
WEATHER:
HIGH 72°
LOW 52°
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Student Resource
Fair provides
information for all
By ZACH WRIGHT

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University
Student Resource Center will
have its annual Student Resource Fair this week. The
event will occur Thursday
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
in the Memorial Student Center lobby.
The fair is geared toward students of all ages.
Its purpose is to provide information about Marshall
and the various services and
organizations available to
students.
Michelle Barbour, career
services counselor for the
SRC, said the Student Resource Fair has a lot to offer
attending students.
“About 15 different services and organizations will
be there,” Barbour said. “The
Student Resource Fair will
provide students with general information, resources,

Commuter Connections offers
networking for traveling students

housing and residence life,
and tutoring services at
Marshall. We will also have
information about counseling
services on campus, student
health, and other various
campus engagement services.
The fair will provide students
with a chance to talk to offices and better understand
what Marshall has to offer.”
Aside from the fair, the SRC
has workshops for students
the entire year. Next week, the
SRC is having the What does a
“W” really mean? workshop,
which will help students
learn about the effects of a
withdrawal on financial aid
and degree progress.
Students with questions
and inquiries can drop by the
Student Resource Center on
the second floor of the Memorial Student Center.
Zach Wright can be contacted
at
wright283@
marshall.edu.

By ZACH WRIGHT

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University Student Resource Center hopes to
branch out to more commuters
Thursday with its annual commuter event.
Commuter
Connections,
previously called Commuter
Commotion, begins at 11 a.m.
and continues until 1 p.m. It is
located on the second floor of
the Memorial Student Center
in the SRC conference room.
Commuter Connections and
the Student Resource Fair are
on the same day. A table will be
set up for Commuter Connections to attract commuters and
invite them to the event.
Robin Taylor, a resource specialist for the SRC, provided
insight about the event and
what it entails.
“Commuter Connections will
help students be connected to
the university,” Taylor said.
“We want to help commuters

get involved so they’ll want to
stay and finish their degree
here at Marshall.”
Commuter Connections will
provide information about
happenings on campus for
commuters, and there will be
food provided and activities
during the event. Commuter
Connections is also trying to
get the Campus Activity Board
involved to provide more activities for participants.
“Commuter Connections will
give out food, giveaways and
other Marshall stuff,” Taylor
said. He wants commuters to
understand that there is more
for students than classes and
the parking lot.
Commuter Connections invites commuters of all ages to
drop by.
“We really want to help the
veterans and older commuters
find a place to use and hang
out during the school year,”
Taylor said.

Taylor also mentioned the
veteran’s lounge as a place to
hang out and to network with
other veteran commuters.
Commuter Connections will
provide information on volunteer services, student health,
career services and other general material.
Taylor said he wants the
commuters to feel at home on
campus and to never hesitate
to use the student resource
center.
“There is always information at the student resource
center,” Taylor said. “We want
students and commuters alike
to drop in anytime with their
questions.”
Students with questions or
inquiries can drop by the student resource center on the
second floor of the Memorial
Student Center.
Zach Wright can be contacted
at
wright283@
marshall.edu.

Pittsburgh Zoo at forefront of effort to bolster elephant population

Collaboration
between
schools means
more options
for students
By ANTHONY DAVIS

Joined by elephants Zuri, left, and her sister Victoria, Willie
Theison, Elephant program manager at the Pittsburgh Zoo &
PPG Aquarium, talks Aug. 11, about the need for stronger antipoaching laws for elephants. Because of the increasing demand
for ivory, Theison said elephants are being killed at a rate of
96 per day.
NATE GUIDRY | PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE | MCT
By JOHN HAYES

PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE (MCT)
In the last decade in Africa,
ivory poachers have eliminated some 70 percent of the
wild elephant population. In
zoos around the world, natural
reproduction and artificial insemination are difficult.
But at zoos in Austria and
England, two baby elephants
were artificially fathered with
sperm gathered from South
African wild elephants in a
project spearheaded by international partners including
the Pittsburgh Zoo and PPG
Aquarium. For the first time,
elephant genetic material gathered in the wild was frozen and
used to artificially inseminate
captive cow elephants that delivered calves.
In the past, attempts to
freeze elephant semen samples

for artificial insemination was
not successful.
The process is still experimental but considered
promising by international elephant conservation groups
who last Tuesday celebrated
World Elephant Day to draw
attention to the plight of wild
elephants.
Project Frozen Dumbo is a
partnership among the Leibniz
Institute for Zoo and Wildlife
Research in Berlin, the Pittsburgh Zoo, the Vienna Zoo and
ZooParc de Beauval in France. It
originated through discussions
between Barbara Baker, president and CEO of the Pittsburgh
Zoo, and Thomas Hildebrandt,
a reproductive specialist at the
Leibniz Institute.
“The
success
of
this
procedure creates more opportunities to introduce new

genetics into the African elephant population among zoos,
diversifying the population and
ensuring its ability to grow
into the future,” Baker said in a
statement.
In 2011, teams from the
Pittsburgh Zoo and Leibniz
Institute, including Baker and
Hildebrandt, traveled to the
Phinda Resource Reserve in
South Africa to help wildlife
researchers to tranquilize and
collect sperm from 15 wild
bull elephants. The material
was frozen using Hildebrandt’s
process, which led to the two
successful births in Europe
in 2013 and 2014. A third elephant inseminated through
the process is now pregnant at
another zoo in England.
“It’s monumental,” said Willie Theison, elephant program
manager at the Pittsburgh Zoo,

who accompanied Baker on
the African expedition. “Previous attempts at collecting and
freezing (wild elephant) semen
in the U.S. and Europe didn’t
work. We were looking for a
wide age group — they handpicked specific bull elephants
from 12 to 30 years old for our
program.”
Frozen Dumbo has the support of elephant conservation
groups including the International Elephant Foundation.
“This has been done in other
species, but never before in elephants,” said the foundation’s
executive director, Deborah
Olson. She was not involved
in the expedition but assisted
the Pittsburgh Zoo in an unsuccessful attempt to ship the
frozen semen from France to
the United States for use in
American zoos.

page designed and edited by JOCELYN GIBSON| gibson243@marshall.edu

Getting wild genetics into the
international zoo population
may be crucial to the survival of
the species, said Theison.
With rampant deforestation in Africa and poachers
profiting from a thriving Asian
market for ivory trinkets, the
wild elephant population has
dropped from about 1.5 million
in 2004 to between 300,000
and 400,000 animals.
For about 30 years, international zoos have exchanged
elephants in a largely unsuccessful breeding program. One
of the few successful bull studs
is the Pittsburgh Zoo’s Jackson, who has sired offspring
throughout the U.S.
But Jackson’s DNA is “almost
over-represented” among the
captive elephant population,

See ELEPHANTS | Page 5

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University and
Mountwest Community and
Technical College are coming
together to provide an innovative collaborative program
for students of the technical
school to earn their bachelor’s degree.
This new program will allow Mountwest students to
earn an Associate of Science
degree and then transfer to
Marshall to obtain a bachelor’s degree of science.
David Pittenger, interim
associate vice president for
outreach and continuing
studies and dean of the graduate college, said this new
effort would give students
more options for pursuing a
degree.
“Being able to go to
Mountwest first gives adult
students a different set of options,” Pittenger said. “A lot
of times, adult students are
very anxious about returning to school because they’ve
been out of school for a very
long time and they see the
community college as a safe
and convenient environment
to begin higher education.”
Erica Stewart, a first year
student at Mountwest, said
the community college gave
her a safer option to return
to school.
“Going to Mountwest to
start my education again was
easier than just jumping into
a university after not being
in school for several years,”
Stewart said. “I still have the
same options to get a bachelor’s at Marshall, but starting
off at community college is
less intimidating than starting at Marshall.”
Stewart also said she could
save a lot of money by going
to a community college for
the first two years of her degree where tuition is cheaper,
rather than paying for more

See COLLEGES | Page 5
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Herd Volleyball Dominates Eagles

Herd Volleyball went up against Moorehead
SHALEE ROGNEY | THE
Tuesday.
PARTHENON

By SHALEE ROGNEY

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University volleyball dominated the Morehead Eagles Tuesday
morning in the Cam Henderson Center.
The Herd came off of a loss against
Southern Illinois, but the team had
players coming home with all-tournament honors. Sophomore Elyse Panick
joins four other Marshall players that
have received all-tournament honors.
The Herd took the early lead in the
first match with three ties and only one
lead change. Marshall took the first
set 25-17. In the second set, Marshall
scored nine of the 11 points by the middle of the set.
After the first two matches, Coach
Mitch Jacobs said he was pleased with
his team’s performance, but there is
still work to be done.
“I feel that right now we are playing well, we just have to continue the
momentum,” Jacobs said.
Marshall came out with a 2-0
advantage over the Eagles after intermission, but the Eagles appeared
determined to win. They remained
within two points of the Herd until
back-to-back errors by the Eagles gave
Marshall enough push to finish the
match with a score of 25-13.
Junior Lauren Legge led the team in
kills, collecting 10, while sophomore
Ally Kiekover collected seven. Both Junior Jillian Shemanski and sophomore
Cassie Weaver pulled in six kills.
Assistant Coach Taylor Strickland
said he was pleased with the team’s
performance and the game plan was
key to the game’s success.

“We won the serve and pass game,
and that’s what we wanted,” Strickland
said. “That’s what we wanted to do in
the game plan, and it was a good win
for us.”
Jacobs said the crowd played a large
role in keeping the team pumped up.
“We played hard throughout,” Coach
Jacobs, said. “These kids are awesome.
It’s great to have Huntington here in the
house.”
The Henderson Center was packed
with kids from around the area involved
in Field Trip Day 2014. After every Marshall score, a roar of applause from the
children filled the air.
The audience created such an electrifying atmosphere for the Herd players.
Senior setter Sammie Bane said she
loved the energy the kids brought to the
arena.
“It’s a great feeling, especially playing in front of all these kids,” Bane
said. “They made it such a fun day for
us. They celebrated for us. Every point,
every kill, was like the end of the world
and it was just so fun to play in that type
of environment.”
The kids in attendance represented
seven schools from around the region.
Alyson Warren, a teacher at Rock
Branch Elementary and Marshall
alumna, said it was a great opportunity
to bring the kids to the game.
“I went [to Marshall] for four years,”
Warren said. “To become a teacher, and
for these guys to come here as a group,
means a lot. It may not seem like a lot,
but it means a lot to them.”
Shalee Rogney can be contacted at
rogney@marshall.edu.

On to
the next

one
By JESSICA
STARKEY

Herd football celebrated a win against
Ohio University Last Week. RICHARD CRANK | THE
PARTHENON

Revival on outside taking
Herd offense to new heights
By WILL VANCE

VIA WOWK
The 2013 Marshall University Thundering Herd’s offense was something like
a slot machine. Designated slot specialist
Tommy Shuler and big-bodied tight end
Gator Hoskins gave defenses nightmares
between the hash marks, combining for
156 catches, 1,986 yards and a whopping 25 touchdowns.
One of the reasons for their monster
production was the lack of production
coming from the Herd’s outside targets.
“We didn’t get any production out of
the outside guys last year and it hurt us,”
Marshall head coach Doc Holliday said at
a press conference Tuesday. “To be honest
it’s kind of amazing we had the offense we
had a year ago without that threat on the
outside.”

Fast-forward to a quarter of the way
through the 2014 regular season, and offensive script has been flipped. Redshirt
junior Davonte Allen, who had only nine
catches all last season, is leading the pack
among Herd receivers with 13 catches for
305 yards. Redshirt junior Angelo JeanLouis has so far turned seven catches into
220 yards and two scores, averaging a
jaw-dropping 31.4 yards per catch.
Shuler, of course, has not disappeared
from the high-octane passing game,
leading the team with three receiving
touchdowns (Hoskins is catching passes
in the NFL now). Holliday said the strong
outside game has opened things up for the
whole offense.
“That helps Tommy Shuler, our tight
ends and our running game,” Holliday
said, “anytime you can stretch the field.”
page designed and edited by JESSICA STARKEY| starkey33@marshall.edu

With opposing teams having to spread
their defenses, the ‘Thunder and Lightening’ combo of bruiser Devon Johnson and
speedy Steward Butler have combined for
556 yards and six touchdowns through
three games.
Jean-Louis in particular has brought a
new spark to the Marshall offense. Perhaps the best example came during the
Ohio game, when Rakeem Cato connected
with Jean-Louis on a 77 yard touchdown
pass off of a broken play.
“You stick an Angelo Jean-Louis on there
and suddenly everyone is making plays,”
Holliday said. “It’s contagious for those
guys.”
Holliday and his team will be hoping the
big play bug continues to spread as they
try to remain undefeated Saturday against
the Akron Zips.

SPORT EDITOR
Days after a celebrated win against
Ohio
University,
Marshall University football is
gearing up for the
next game on the
road against The
University of Akron
Saturday.
While the Herd
is living up to the
hype of this highly
anticipated season,
head coach Doc
Holliday is reining
in his players to focus on the task at
hand.
“If you don’t put
those wins behind
you and move on to
the next one, you’ll
get beat,” Holliday
said. “They need to
understand if we
don’t go to work
today and tomorrow, then we won’t
win on Saturday,
because Akron is a
good team.”
The team went
back to work this
week to prepare for
what might be the
best defense yet.

Akron
defensive
coach, Chuck Amato and Holliday
recruited together
in Florida for more
than 20 years. Holliday also worked
for Amato when he
coached for North
Carolina
State
University for five
years.
“I enjoyed forking for Chuck,”
Holliday said. “He
is a tremendous
coach and a great
recruiter. We had
some really good
players over that
five-year stint, and
won a bunch of
games.”
Having a complete
offense includingDevon
Johnson,
Stew Butler and
Remi Watson will
be beneficial as the
Herd travels this
weekend.
“They are doing
a better job picking
up blitzes,” Holliday
said. “They are all
more complete running backs than they
have been since I
have been here.”
A couple of years

ago, Herd football
struggled on the
road. This season,
it is important
that preparations
are made for road
games to keep the
season intact. Holliday said they
are depending on
leadership
and
toughness as key
elements
when
traveling this year,
and especially this
weekend when on
the road to Akron.
“Leadership is
critical,” Holliday
said. “I think this
year and last year
we have had better leadership than
we’ve had before. I
think when you go
on the road, toughness is extremely
critical—mentally
and physically.”
Game time is set
for 2 p.m. Saturday. The Herd will
play at home again
Oct. 11 against the
Middle Tennessee
Blue Raiders.
Jessica Starkey
can be contacted
at
starkey33@
marshall.edu.
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Editorial
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.

What’s a bass without the treble?
Body image, a narrative that has been
worked and reworked by mainstream
media, seems to have become somewhat
of a drag to discuss. Complaints about
altered images in magazines, the size of
models walking down a catwalk and the
prominence of eating disorders became
buzzwords, training our ears to know
the argument that would soon follow.
Today, top entertainers have taken on
the subject of body positivity and empowerment with hit songs on the major
pop charts. But rather than promoting a general acceptance of all shapes
and sizes, music has taken the opposite
approach: shaming the skinny and glorifying a larger body type.
Meghan Trainor’s “All About That
Bass,” for example, recently dethroned
Taylor Swift’s “Shake It Off” as No. 1 on
the Billboard Hot 100, making its mark
as the No. 1 single in America. The song
is seemingly about body positivity and
self-acceptance, however, blatant attacks on women who are not “all about
that bass,” or who are not as curvy, contradict the overall goal.
Trainor told Billboard that the song
is “about loving your body … and your

booty.” And that’s a great outlook to
have until it turns into an attack on
women who do happen to be a size two.
The song explains that there is no ideal
body type, but, just like the altered images in magazines seem to suggest that
a bigger body is wrong, the song counters itself by attacking thinner women
as though they have less of a reason to
be positive about their bodies than the
bigger women.
The repeated line “You know I won’t
be no stick figure silicone Barbie doll”
should be the kind of comment a song
promoting positive body image discredits, not one it emphasizes.
From another perspective, the song
exploits a thicker frame as being more
attractive to men. With lyrics like “Boys
like a little more booty to hold tonight,”
— advice from her mother, according
to the song — Trainor makes it seem as
though our views of beauty should depend on how men view women.
And it’s not just Trainor. Nicki Minaj’s
“Anaconda,” currently No. 3 on the
Billboard Hot 100, presents similar issues, promoting a fuller body type as
a method of seduction — which is fine

until promotion moves into shaming any
other body type.
Ironically, Swift’s “Shake It Off,” now
No. 2, is easily the most body-positive
song of the three even though it has
nothing to do with body image on a
literal level. “Players gonna play … Haters gonna hate … I’m just gonna shake”
describes the attitude Trainor’s song intended so much more powerfully, and it
was not even intended to do so.
The argument could be made that
Trainor’s effort, though admittedly
misguided, had good intentions. She
promotes general body positivity, with
statements like “Cause every inch of you
is perfect/From the bottom to the top,”
and addresses the general concept of
feeling good in one’s own skin.
But the negative comments within the
song cannot be overlooked. Yes, it’s just
a silly pop song probably not intended
to have any kind of major impact on the
outlooks women have on their bodies,
but the conversation the song incites
makes it important culturally.
As for the body image narrative, let’s
focus on general positivity for both men
and women of all shapes and sizes.

Column

Space goals can lift
down-to-earth ones
By JERRY LARGE

I thought about Suzanne
THE SEATTLE TIMES (MCT)
Dodd. She became an engiSometimes the news makes neer and was put in charge of
me want to get off the planet the Voyager 1 and 2 four years
for a while, to go where, well, ago. At the time, she told me,
where each day is about new “Space and space exploration
frontiers rather than old prob- is one of the few topics that’s
lems. I can’t afford a lift on one inspirational.”
of Virgin Galactic’s space-tourNASA has had lots of success
ism flights, but I can hook my with robot craft, but it’s the
imagination to real space ex- ships with humans aboard that
ploration, like a 12th Man.
get
most
people on
Last week, I read about Boeboard.
ing and SpaceX competing for
Astromore than $3 billion in federal
physicist
e
funding to fly astronauts into
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program
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be chothe government besen when NASA
gan looking to private
announces its preference
companies for a ride
this month.
into orbit, a lot of space fans
We could feed, house
were disappointed, but I don’t
and educate quite a few people think they should have been.
with that money, but spendThough venturing into space
ing on space isn’t why we is never routine, the shuttle
don’t do more of those things. missions were not pushing the
Sometimes we fail to do more edge toward the end. Some
because we don’t believe in so- people had their sights on a
lutions (“the government will mission to Mars or a new moon
just waste money”), sometimes program that would establish
because we don’t feel con- a base there, or a visit to an asnected (there’s us and them). teroid. All those dreams were
It’s every man for himself, you slowed down by budgeting deknow.
cisions, but they are still alive.
The U.S. is a little short of
NASA’s Orion spacecraft,
unifying goals right now and which is designed for deepmaybe spaceflight could be that space flight, will have its first
again for a moment, like it was test in less than three months.
during its early days, someAnd a number of private venthing inspiring that emphasizes tures are moving forward to fill
possibilities. And maybe that other roles in space and this
feeling could spill over into area is in the thick of it.
other areas of life.
And through our governAt the least, I believe reaching ment, we are still very much
beyond our collective grasp has involved. The competition for
its own rewards, just as it does short trips to space, among
for individuals. When I speak Boeing, SpaceX and a third comwith people who have some pany, Sierra Nevada, is part of a
affinity for space travel, they long tradition of government
often talk about having been spending spurring private ininspired by the space program novation. People who denigrate
or by the sciences in general to
reach for the stars themselves.
See SPACE | Page 5
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Don’t turn safety over to government
THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER (MCT)
The U.S. Forest Service was thoroughly mocked for a recent exhaustive
article on the eve of National Roasted
Marshmallow Day (Aug. 30), instructing Americans how to successfully
toast a marshmallow without injuring
themselves. The USFS also suggested replacing the chocolate with fruit and the
graham cracker with angel food cake, in
the name of nutrition.
Why stop there? Why not replace the
marshmallow with a Brussels sprout,
and the fire with a TV set? It would be
safer, healthier … and absolutely ghastly.
The truth is, safer is not always better.
The article author’s intentions were
good, and the tips are recommendations,
not codified into law — at least, not yet
— but this is indicative of the troublesome trend of making health and safety
paramount over everything, including
both freedom and enjoyment.
Take, for example, motorcycle helmet laws. Yes, it is very dangerous to
ride a motorcycle without a helmet. But
do riders’ heads belong to the state?
Shouldn’t riders be able to decide for
themselves?

The fundamental argument for helmet
laws is that the state pays some medical
costs for riders’ injuries and, therefore,
has an interest in keeping riders safe, but
that rationale is an endless path. As taxpayers shoulder more and more health
care costs, the state can claim that every
decision that impacts health falls within
their jurisdiction.
America is fatter than ever, so we are
seeing attempts to tax, ban or regulate
soda. Can candy and snack foods be far
behind?
And guns? If it weren’t for that pesky
Constitution, firearms would have been
banned long ago.
Parents in several states recently have
been arrested and forced to fight for custody of their children, just for allowing
their kids to walk to the neighborhood
park to play.
Sometimes, a safety concern doesn’t
even have to be proven; governments are
rushing to regulate or ban e-cigarettes in
spite of the fact that we do not yet even
know whether they are a health danger
or benefit to smokers.
Anything we are afraid of gives lawmakers the chance to grab a little more

power, a little more money, impose another regulation, or look like defenders of
the public good while picking economic
winners and losers — and, therefore,
campaign contributions — from the industries they target.
However, ceding control of our lives to
the state is just about the least-safe thing
we could ever do.
How many times at work have you
heard, “Safety is our first priority”?
Don’t believe it. If you work at a toy
factory, the first priority actually is
making toys. If safety was really more
important, they would close up shop
and fire you so you could go sit safely
at home.
The world is an unsafe place. Empowering the state with the endless
and futile task of protecting us from all
possible harm is a recipe for unlimited
government and total surrender of personal freedom. As a society we must not
succumb to the impulse to surrender so
much of our personal responsibility for
daily safety that we end up giving away
our freedom out of fear.
In America, safety is not our first priority. Freedom is.
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For city managers nationwide, marijuana is high on the agenda
By ROB HOTAKAINEN

MCCLATCHY WASHINGTON
BUREAU (MCT)
In Port Townsend, Wash.,
City Manager David Timmons said he’s trying to
figure out how to handle
city employees who want
to use medical marijuana at
work.
In Boulder, Colo., City
Manager Jane Brautigam
said the city bought a new
truck for inspectors who
complained about the smell
of marijuana after going to
new pot establishments.
And in Charlotte, N.C., City
Manager Ron Carlee is wondering how long it will be
before the new challenges of
marijuana legalization find
their way to his state.
“This is all totally fascinating me, sitting in North
Carolina, where our hot issue in Mecklenburg County
is banning tobacco use in
public places,” he said. “It
will be a long time before
we have to wrestle with the
marijuana issues — possibly. But who knows?”
The popular push to legalize pot has put marijuana

COLLEGES

Continued from Page 2
tuition to attend a senior institution for all four years of her
degree.
Carol Perry, dean of the
Liberal Arts and Transfer Division at Mountwest, said in a
press release many students
could benefit from beginning

ELEPHANTS

Continued from Page 2
said Theison. Artificial
insemination has been
successful, but the cooled
semen has a limited shelf
life.
The short-term solution
to
long-term
elephant
survival, he said, is to
get fresh genes into the

high on the agenda for the
4,000 city and county managers gathered in Charlotte
this week for their 100th annual conference.
It’s a time when the professionals charged with
overseeing the nuts and
bolts of local government
operations get together
each year to share their
best practices.
On
Tuesday,
the
group — called the
International
City/
County
Management
Association — put together a presentation
on what marijuana legalization could mean
for local communities
and governments.
City and county officials
said it’s a growing issue
of concern for them after
Washington state and Colorado opened retail pot shops
this year and 23 states now
allow marijuana use for medicinal purposes.
“At the end of the day, professional managers have to
implement those decisions,”
said Carlee, who moderated
the marijuana discussion.

Timmons,
of
Port
Townsend, said land-use
planners in his community
have sought to make sure
pot stores aren’t located
next to schools or parks.
And he said police in Washington state have had to
change their training proto-

cols, noting that even some
police dogs have had to be
retrained to no longer sniff
marijuana.
“You kind of have to
change that whole culture
within the police agencies,”
Timmons said.
He said city officials have
discussed personnel regulations and how to deal with
employees who have prescriptions for marijuana

In Colorado, Brautigam
said her city decided to use
armored trucks to collect
tax revenues from the city’s
new
all-cash
marijuana
businesses, which can’t use
banking services because
marijuana is still illegal under federal law. Even the
cash smells like pot, she
said, and the city decided
to buy new uniforms and
a new truck for inspectors

at a community college like
Mountwest.
“By starting at a community
and technical college, students
can enjoy smaller class sizes, adjust to postsecondary education
and build their self-confidence,”
Perry said. “Students also can
earn a credential that will provide them with something to
build upon as they continue
their academic endeavors to

obtain a baccalaureate degree.”
Perry also said that the collaboration would help students
avoid greater debt going into
higher education, which is very
important to consider since the
average amount of student loan
debt for the class of 2011 was
$26,000, according to American
Student Assistance.
There are many options within
the collaborative program for

students to choose from. These
include athletic training, biomechanics,
communication
disorders, dietetics, exercise science, health sciences, medical
imaging, medical lab technology,
nursing, public health, respiratory care, social work and sport
management/marketing.
Anthony Davis can be contacted at davis669@marshall.
edu.

captive elephant DNA pool
by freezing wild samples
and sending them to zoos
all over the world.
Jackson’s prolific breeding and Baker’s leadership
in Project Frozen Dumbo
has put the Pittsburgh
Zoo near the vanguard of
the elephant conservation
movement.
The zoo participates in

the American Association
of Zoos and Aquariums’
96 Elephants campaign,
which draws attention to a
startling statistic: 96 wild
elephants are poached every day.
Theison said he hopes to
pair a 14-year-old female
with a potential suitor
this year, and at the zoo’s
724-acre
International

Conservation Center in
Somerset
County
elephants and other animals
roam relatively free with
virtually no spectators in
another attempt at encouraging natural breeding.
Plans are underway for
another Frozen Dumbo
expedition, this time to
collect and freeze elephant
semen in Botswana.

“

Voter
registration
available
on campus
By HANNAH SAYRE

THE PARTHENON
Marshall
University
students who have not
yet registered to vote will
have the opportunity to
do so Tuesday. Registration Sensation will allow
students to register from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Memorial Student Center
plaza.
The event, sponsored
by the Student Government
Association
in
conjunction with the
Campus Activities Board,
will provide trained SGA
members to help students
register for the first time.
Emily Troutman, student body press secretary,
said the event will not cater to any political party
or candidate.
“This event is completely
nonpartisan,”
Troutman said. “We are
not endorsing any specific party or candidate.

We encourage students
from all states to come
and learn about how they
register to vote in their
specific state.”
Many resources are
available to educate students about how the
voting process works and
the issues that may affect
them.
“There are many outlets available to students
on campus, such as College Republicans, Young
Democrats and Young
American’s for Liberty,”
Cox said. “These groups
can help students become
educated voters.”
The Campus Activity Board will provide
entertainment
and
refreshments for Registration Sensation. The
event is open to all Marshall students.
Hannah Sayre can be
contacted at sayre81@
marshall.edu.

with no specific dosages.
Union leaders already have
raised the issue of using
marijuana at work on behalf
of city employees.
“It’s coming, and we’ve
got to kind of create some
kind of guidelines for it,”
Timmons said.

You kind of have to change that whole
culture within the police agencies.”
> DAVID TIMMONS, CITY MANAGER

after discovering that the
smell was nearly impossible
to eliminate.
“It is a very odiferous
thing,” Brautigam said.
She said the city has not
overhauled any of its personnel policies.
“You’re not allowed to
be at work and be intoxicated, and that
includes alcohol and
marijuana,
whether
it’s prescribed or not,”
Brautigam said.
Bill Kirchhoff, a former city manager who
is now a municipal
adviser for the city of
Coronado, Calif., said
many cities will struggle as they try to stop
treating marijuana use as a
criminal issue and regard
it more as a medical option
for employees. And he predicted that such a transition
will be particularly hard for
older managers.
“That’s going to clash
against the core values of
your management team,
who for decades now have
been fighting marijuana
and treating it as a crime,”

SPACE

Kirchhoff said.
And he said city and
county managers will also
face new burdens in dealing
with the press.
“The last thing any city
manager wants to hear
through the media is that
an employee is smoking pot
down at City Hall,” Kirchhoff said. “You’ll have to
get ahead of this curve
somehow.”
City and county officials
said they planned the panel
discussion as a way to put a
spotlight on their new role
in dealing with marijuana
legalization.
They said that cities and
counties often have an underappreciated job while
the attention goes to state
legislators, who get to
decide the larger policy
questions of whether to legalize marijuana for medical
or recreational purposes.
After listening to the presenters outline the issues
facing cities, Carlee said:
“This is a fascinating list of
things that were probably
were not discussed in state
legislatures.”

Column

Continued from Page 4
government while praising the
private industry ignore a relationship that is indispensable
to business.
NASA has already given Boeing $480 million, SpaceX $400
million and Sierra Nevada
$219.5 million. So the projects already belong to all of us,
well, except for the monetary
rewards.
When they begin lifting
off with humans aboard in a
couple of years (by 2017 NASA
expects), we can enjoy the ride

vicariously and forget for a moment about wars and viruses
and inequality, but just for a
moment.
We should also realize what
people are capable of when we
really try to accomplish something hard.
Maybe we’ll double down on
the problems we have here at
our feet. Someday, we may become a two-planet species, and
we won’t want to take all of our
current problems with us.
Jerry Large is a columnist
for The Seattle Times. Readers may send him email at
jlarge@seattletimes.com.

College of Business
keeps picnic casual
By JOHN FAUSS

THE PARTHENON
The College of Business is
sponsoring a picnic Wednesday at Ritter Park beginning
at 5:30 p.m.
The picnic will include
grilled hamburgers and hot
dogs with chips and desserts.
This will be the first of many
events that the College of
Business will be sponsoring
this school year.
There will be various
games for attendees to play,
including corn hole, football,
ultimate Frisbee and soccer.
Gift cards will be raffled off.
Students are encouraged to
attend and meet COB faculty
and alumni to obtain valuable information about the
job market and networking
for the future.
The picnic is not limited to
just business majors; anyone
of any major is also encouraged to attend.
The purpose of the event
is to increase the overall
level of communication between the faculty and the
students. With occasions
like this, it gives students a
great opportunity to build
the COB community and to
help students connect with
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other students with similar
interests.
Becky Tomasik, Rishav Bista and Mohammad Karim
from the division of economic
and finances are responsible
for the organization of the
picnic, and have great aspirations for the turnout of
business students.
“This is an initiative to
cater more to the business
students,” Bista said “The job
market has become competitive over the last decade or
so, hence, our objective is to
make them as ready as possible for it and provide them
with all the tools necessary
to become successful at their
careers.”
Faculty is trying to build a
relationship with students
early so they can be groomed
into becoming a professional.
“We want to create a sense
of family between the students and faculty,” said Dr.
Nancy Lankton, accountancy
and legal environment professor. “Improving student
service is one of our strategic goals for the upcoming
school year.
John Fauss can be contacted at fauss@marshall.
edu.
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Robin Thicke on ‘Blurred Lines’:

‘I was high on Vicodin and alcohol’
By AUGUST BROWN

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Robin Thicke claims he was a little blurry
himself during the recording of the hit single
“Blurred Lines,” according to a new deposition from the singer.
Thicke’s comments surfaced Monday as
part of a lawsuit between the writers of the
summer-dominating 2013 single (which also
featured Pharrell Williams and T.I.) and the
estate of Marvin Gaye, whose 1977 song “Got
To Give It Up” bears more than a passing
resemblance to “Blurred Lines” and was an
acknowledged inspiration for it.
According to Thicke’s deposition (first
given in April and excerpted in a federal
court filing Monday after a judge ruled that it
should be unsealed), Thicke was intoxicated
at the time of the recording, and admitted he
actually had very little to do with the song
besides performing its lead vocal.
“To be honest, that’s the only part where
— I was high on Vicodin and alcohol when
I showed up at the studio,” Thicke said. “So
my recollection is when we made the song, I
thought I wanted — I — I wanted to be more
involved than I actually was by the time,
nine months later, it became a huge hit and I
wanted credit. So I started kind of convincing
myself that I was a little more part of it than
I was and I — because I didn’t want him — I
wanted some credit for this big hit. But the
reality is, is that Pharrell had the beat and he
wrote almost every single part of the song.”
Thicke estimated that Williams had written about 75% of the song when he walked
into the room.
The singer had previously told GQ that the
songwriting was much more of a collaborative effort, and Thicke was given a co-writer
credit that awarded him around 20% of publishing royalties. It’s not certain whether

Thicke’s latest statements constitute an attempt to distance himself as part of the Gaye
estate lawsuit, or simply admitting the true
story about the song’s authorship. Thicke
also claimed to have been drunk during almost all his media appearances to promote
the song.
“Every day I woke up, I would take a Vicodin to start the day and then I would fill up
a water bottle with vodka and drink it before and during my interviews,” he said. The
singer said that at the time of the deposition
that he had been off Vicodin for two months.
“This is water, by the way,” he told the
attorneys.
Despite the massive success of “Blurred
Lines,” Thicke faced a backlash over the
song’s aggressive sexual undertones. His follow-up album “Paula,” a transparent public
attempt to reconcile with his estranged wife,
was one of the year’s biggest commercial
flops.
In his own deposition, Williams corroborated Thicke’s account that the song was all
but completed by the time Thicke performed
his vocal. Williams said he let Thicke take
more public credit because it would be good
for sales.
“This is what happens every day in our industry,” he said. “You know, people are made
to look like they have much more authorship in the situation than they actually do. So
that’s where the embellishment comes in.”
Williams’ testimony got especially heated
during a moment when the Gaye estate’s attorneys asked him to sight-read sheet music,
to which Williams repeatedly responded that
he wasn’t comfortable doing so. And regarding his opinion of Gaye?
“He’s an Aries. I respect him,” Williams said.
LA Times staff writer Victoria Kim contributed to this report.

Singer Robin Thicke performs at Hot 99.5's Jingle Ball at the Verizon Center in Washington, D.C., on Monday, Dec. 16,
2013.

OLIVIER DOULIERY | ABACA PRESS (MCT)

Films worth seeking on
the indie circuit

By NINA METZ

CHICAGO TRIBUNE (MCT)
We’re heading into Oscar-bait season for
Hollywood, when the biggest movies tend to
suck up all the oxygen. Just as worthy are the
offerings from the art house scene, which reliably features smaller films — indie features,
classic films and documentaries — that may
lack studio marketing muscle but can be just
as worth your time. A quick sampling of what’s
on offer.
“The Zero Theorem” —Christoph Waltz
looks to discover the meaning of life once and
for all in director Terry Gilliam’s newest film,
and the futuristic visuals — a strange, largerthan-life candy-colored creepiness mixed with
plenty of grime and lost souls — are exactly
what you’d hope from the man who made “Brazil.” Gilliam reportedly saw the budget of “The
Zero Theorem” slashed to $8 million, less than
half of what was originally planned. Plenty of
metaphor and metaphysics, with cameos from
Matt Damon and Tilda Swinton.
“A Girl in Every Port” — Born 100 years ago,
Henri Langlois was the French film preservationist who co-founded the Cinematheque
Francaise, where his screenings famously influenced future new wave filmmakers, including
Francois Truffaut and Jean-Luc Godard. Block
Cinema (at Northwestern University) celebrates his centennial through the end of the
year with an “eclectic selection of works showcasing many of the films and filmmakers he
championed,” including the 1928 silent “A Girl
in Every Port” from director Howard Hawks
and starring Louise Brooks. The film screens
on a double bill with Georges Melies’ wonderful short “A Trip to the Moon” from 1902
(which features that iconic shot of the man in
the moon with a bullet-shaped rocket stuck in
the middle of his face).
“Jimi: All Is by My Side” — This Jimi Hendrix
biopic starring Andre Benjamin from director
John Ridley (the Oscar-winning writer-producer of “12 Years a Slave”) takes place in
1966, before he hit it big, when the guitarist
first made a splash as an unknown in London’s
music scene. Worth noting: Hendrix’s estate
would not license any of his music for the film,
and his then-girlfriend has taken issue with the
movie’s portrayal of his violent side with her.
“The Dog” — Sidney Lumet’s “Dog Day Afternoon” from 1975 was based on a true story.

A new documentary from filmmakers Allison
Berg and Frank Keraudren takes a closer look
at the story of John Wojtowicz who attempted
to rob a bank in Brooklyn to help pay for a
sex change for his longtime partner. Al Pacino
played a character based on Wojtowicz in the
‘75 film, which affected Wojtowicz (who died
in 2006) in unexpected ways. The directors
filmed him over a period of 10 years, and their
resulting documentary includes archival interviews and footage of the robbery, capturing a
“rare subject whose real life was more complex, more borderline-unbelievable and more
gloriously strange than the one presented on
the big screen.”
“Advanced Style” — Flip through any style
magazine, and the marketing message is clear:
Fashion is for the young. Everyone else might as
well shop at Chico’s and be done with it — except plenty of women staring down retirement
age and beyond haven’t lost their urge to dress
with more panache than a pair of polyester
elastic waist pants can offer. “I am dressed up
for the theater of my life,” is how one woman
puts it in filmmaker Lina Plioplyte’s documentary, based on a blog of the same name, which
follows seven women who fit this bill. “I don’t
want to go around like a dreary old lady,” says
one. “You don’t want to look crazy,” says another. “The object is to look as chic as you can,
but your average person in the street would
never wear this.” One of the film’s obvious
drawbacks is that it only focuses on New York,
and although it’s true this species of fashionista is easiest to spot in Manhattan, it’s not a
phenomenon exclusive to that hermetic world.
Fatal Frame — Not your usual scary movies:
A lineup of avant-garde horror films is on the
docket on Halloween Eve courtesy of South
Side Projections. All are on 16 mm, including
1928’s “The Fall of the House of Usher,” which
tackles Edgar Allan Poe’s tale of madness with
a German expressionist treatment “courtesy
of bold shadows and prismatic effects,” in the
words of programmer Michael W. Phillips Jr.
(not to be confused with Tribune film critic Michael Phillips). Also on the lineup are 1998’s
“Nocturne,” about a woman who may or may
not have murdered her husband, and 1949’s
“On the Edge,” which centers on a “mysterious
figure trapped in a post-apocalyptic wasteland
and includes a soundtrack by experimental
composer Charles Ives.”
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